
Parents interested in providing input into the performance 
evaluations of Park Springs’ instructional and/or 

administrative evaluations may contact our office at (754) 
322-7750 by April 8th, 2022.

Important Dates
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From the Desk of the Principal

September 6th & 7th – No school 
September 9th- PTO: Family Night @ Texas Road House 4pm-

9pm
September 14th- SAC Meeting @ 2pm 

September 16th- No School 
September 20th- Interim Reports 
September 20th-24th- Peace Week

September 22nd- Open House- Grades 2,4,5 & Mrs. Ruiz 
September 27th-October 1st- Book Fair  

October 5th- SAC Meeting @ 2pm  
October 18th- Fall Pictures 

October 19th- Early Release Day 
October 20th- Employee Planning Day 

We are so happy to welcome you to the 2021-
2022 school year. We want to thank all 
families, students and staff for a wonderful 
school opening. We are proud of the 
collaboration that has taken place. Please 
know that our teachers are here to work with 
you and address any concerns you may have 
as we continue this school year. We are thrilled 
to have our new Assistant Principal, Mrs. 
Dekle join our team. She has hit the ground 
running and is excited to meet all of our 
families. We want to thank you for your 
continued partnership in ensuring that all 
students and staff are safe. Please use the 
daily health screener and if you have any 
symptoms or awaiting test results, please 
have your child stay home. This is a true team 
effort. As always, we are here to support you.

Proud to be your Principal, 
Ms. Hanson

Be sure to follow our Principal 
and Assistant Principal on 

Twitter. 

@principalpse

@PSE_AP



News from the Office
Dear PSE Families,

Please be aware of our “item” drop off policy 
for the 2021-2022 school year.  We will accept 
items up until 8:30 AM daily.  Items may 
include lunches, water bottles, snacks, 
projects, homework, etc. This policy was 
established to minimize the disruptions to our 
academic day and ensure extra safety on 
campus. We thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mrs. Dekle or Ms. Hanson.

Sincerely,

Ms. Hanson

Drop Off Policy 

Code of Conduct
At the start of each school year, all 
students need the Code of Conduct 
forms completed. Please fill out the 

Back to School Online forms and email 
the confirmation page to your child’s 
teacher. You can access the forms at 

the website below. 
https://www.browardschools.

com/Page/38091

Families please 
adhere to the Daily 

COVID Health 
Screener. 

https://www.browardschools.com/Page/38091


Pre-K
What an exciting start to the 2021-2022 school year it’s been for our 
kiddos! We’re off to a great start learning our way around our amazing 
school campus, our classroom routines, and of course, safety procedures! 
This month, Pre-K participated in all our school’s safety drills. The Pre-K 
students are doing an amazing job learning what is expected of them for 
each of the codes. 

Some of our Pre-K classrooms participate in specials, daily. The specials 
classes include Art, Music, P.E., Media, and Spanish.  Our kiddos are having 
such a fun time engaging in the exciting hands-on activities each special 
has to offer! 

Pre-K now has new Tricycles to ride during recess on behalf of our 
wonderful Park Springs PTO! We are so excited for our kiddos to use them 
in the coming weeks! We can’t thank our PTO enough for our brand new 
trikes! 

Pre-K classes have begun our DiG curriculum this month. We’re starting 
off with our first theme, “At School” and the introduction to Mr. N and 
Ms. W! We’re looking forward to all the fun and exciting learning filled 
days to come!



News from 
Kindergarten- 1st

A warm welcome to all our kindergarten families. Hoping your summer 
was filled with fun and relaxing times. Hoping you all are ready to 
soar into our kindergarten learning journey. Kindergarten is a time 
for children to expand on their love of learning, their general 
knowledge, their ability to get along with others, and their ability to 
be part of a community. While kindergarten is the formal beginning 
of their education, it is important that "children still get to be 
children". Our daily activities are carefully planned to encourage 
independence, self-confidence, and academic growth. This is done 
through large group, small group, and one-on-one participation. The 
kindergarten educational program is carefully designed to meet all 
that within a nurturing, playful, and safe environment. Some of the 
exciting things your kindergartner will be learning and working on 
this first quarter of school are letters and sounds and how to use 
them to blend into words, sight word recognition and 
rhyming. Through a variety of literature, many concepts of print will 
be taught and practiced. The use of manipulatives in math will be 
used to explore our numbers 0-9. Science jumps right in with plants 
and animals and social studies with how to be a good 
citizen. Handwriting plays a very important role during this first 
quarter as the children need to learn and practice proper letter and 
number formation. Together, let's blast off to a successful year.

Kindergarten 

1st Grade 
Welcome First Grade Families! We are excited to begin a new school 
year and we are happy you are here!

We have been spending time getting to know each other and learning 
the rules and routines necessary to help build a classroom 
community of learners. 

For the first few weeks, our ELA (English Language Arts) instruction 
focuses on foundational skills and routines that foster independent 
thinking and reading. Our ELA time will include establishing routines, 
phonological awareness, shared reading, phonics, shared writing, and 
independent reading.

This month in math, we will be adding and subtracting within 10. We 
will use pictures and manipulatives to add and subtract as we build 
f luency.

In social studies, we are learning about responsible citizenship, rules, 
and laws. Each day we have a morning meeting that includes social 
and emotional learning activities and mindfulness. 

In science, we will be learning how to think like a scientist as we make 
observations about living things.

We look forward to working together to make your child’s 1st grade 
year “Out of this World.”

We are excited to welcome all of our students back! This year we 
have 3 Autism Special Program classes. The teachers are Mrs. 
Abatecola, Mrs. Brandel, and Mrs. Ruiz. We have had a smooth 
transition back to school and we are looking forward to a great 
school year. If you have any questions regarding students with 
Autism please contact Ms. Greene (Autism Coach) 
at Victoria.greene@browardschools.com

Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Special Programs  

mailto:Victoria.greene@browardschools.com


News from 2nd - 3rd

We are out of this world with learning this year in 2nd grade 
and we are so excited to be able to teach this new group of 
students. This will be a wonderful year of social, emotional, 
and academic growth for these boys and girls.  

In reading, we will focus on helping the students understand 
what they are reading and to ask/answer questions about 
the text. We also will work on building rigor and stamina in 
our young readers.  Our spelling words each week focus on a 
phonics rule, and it is important that the children (and you) 
understand what the rule is so that it cannot only be 
applied to the spelling words but also to numerous other 
words.  The students will be working on basic facts and 
relationships, number sense (place value) and concepts, and 
numbers to 1,000 in the first quarter.  

In science, we are learning about the scientific method and 
the steps to perform an experiment. We will be learning all 
about plants & animals. In social studies, the concepts this 
quarter are civics and government. 

As always, please contact your child’s teacher, if you have 
any questions or concerns.  We look forward to making this 
year in 2nd grade the best possible!

2nd Grade 

We are so excited to welcome our third graders back to school! In the 
first quarter, we are working on building stamina, responsibility and 
independence. We also are working on developing problem solving skills. In 
math, we are focusing on rounding, addition and subtraction with 
regrouping, interpreting data on graphs, and the concept of 
multiplication. A great resource to practice f luency with addition, 
subtraction and multiplication facts is speedymath.com. In Reading we 
are learning to ask and answer questions with text evidence for both 
fiction and non-fiction. We also will learn to identify the main idea of 
informational text and compare and contrast two stories and identify 
the theme of a story. Third graders should be reading books on their 
level. In social studies, we will learn about the government and in science 
we will learn about the Scientific Method. We look forward to seeing our 
students develop great work habits and grow throughout the year.

3rd Grade 

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) 

may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance 
Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 



News from 4th – 5th

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any 
policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis 
of age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, 
genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, 
religion, sex, or sexual orientation. The School Board also 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 
youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination 
and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal 
Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & 
District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-
2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 

Welcome to 4th grade! It’s been an eventful start of 
the year but we are so glad you are here with us. 
While transitioning over to new standards, we will be 
implementing the LAFS and MAFS standards and also 
the new BEST standards to make sure we cover all 
areas of learning. As a team we use classkick so that 
when children are home quarantined or sick they can 
still log on and complete their assignments. Make 
sure your child knows their classkick log in and 
password so they can stay informed of necessary 
work. You will also find important messages on clever 
and canvas if your child is out. Please remember to 
place an extra mask in your child’s backpack in case 
theirs breaks. If you have any questions feel free to 
reach out to us!

4th Grade 

In fifth grade, kids face academic 
challenges like never before. 
They’re working on complex math 
problems. They’re learning to 
research, develop, and write 
thoughtful essays. And they’re 
reading more complicated material. 
Our PSE Panthers are certainly up 
for the challenge! They have 
started the year with a wonderful 
attitude, ready to learn!

5th Grade 



Media
This quarter is a busy one in the media center.

Students in all grades are learning and reviewing the book care rules and procedures in preparation to 
borrow books from the PSE Media Center in October. Students will learn what to do with books when they are 
not reading them, how to use a bookmark, how to find a good fit book, and how to keep the media center 
neat and organized when searching for books. They will also learn and review to keep books away from food, 
drinks, pets, little siblings, art supplies and protect from weather.

K-2 Students will also practice choosing books and how to use a shelf marker. Students in 3-5 will be learning 
library skills such as the parts of the library i.e.: fiction, nonfiction, biography, and the sections within the 
Dewey Decimal system such as planets, Native American's, dinosaurs, sports and more. Students will be 
learning how to independently find books they would like to borrow.

Note: All students who owe a book to the media center or another BCPS school need to clear their account to 
be able to check out a book. You can replace the book with another copy of the exact title or pay the 
obligation. All obligations are paid online at: estore.browardschools.com click on the obligations tab, login or 
create an account for your student. You will need their student id number. Cash is not accepted at PSE for 
lost books.

Book Fair will be coming back to PSE in just a few short weeks. We will have an on-campus fair for all 
students from September 27th to October 1st. All students will be able to shop during their scheduled Media 
specials time that week. To maintain safety, cash will not be accepted at the fair. We will be using E-Wallet 
only. Also, we will have a virtual night for families in lieu of a family night at PSE. More information will be 
coming very soon!

Reading Across Broward is a BCPS program that promotes and encourages reading in all our students. Park 
Springs participates in the program every year and all students who participate receive a certificate. This 
year Broward is changing the program from number of books read to minutes read. More information will be 
sent home soon with the log sheet that will be used for submission in April.

Parents looking to volunteer for book fair, please contact Mrs. Jimenez at: 
leandra. jimenez@browardschools.com

Mrs. Jimenez will also be needing help making library cards for all students so they may check out books. 
Library cards can only be done on campus. If you are able to help please contact Mrs. Jimenez.

All volunteers must be registered and cleared by BCPS.



Welcome to the PSE art program for the 2021-2022 school year. It has been such a joy to see all the artists and begin 
creating with them in our art studio. During our first few classes we are working on setting our intention for our 
time together and the art we will create. We begin every class with our art room mantra and a quick draw activity, 
which is a 2 minute sketch that allows us to stretch our creativity and turn on our brains for art making. During 
the month of September, we will learn that creating art can be a tool for us to express our feelings. Art can also be 
used as a language to communicate a message. We will learn that we can create art just for ourselves or we can 
create art to deliver a message for many people to see. In conjunction, with Peace Week we will use art to spread the 
message of peace throughout our school and community.

I am so lucky to get to work with all of the artists at PSE. This means there is a lot of beautiful artwork! Some 
families have asked about ways they could help in the art room. Much of the help I need can be done from the comfort 
of your home. If you would be interested in assisting me prepare artwork, please email me at 
katherine.soli@browardschools.com
We also use a lot of 8 oz bottles of hand sanitizer, baby wipes to clean up messes, and post it notes to sketch our 
ideas! If you have extra and would like to donate you can send it in a bag labeled "art room .“ I can't wait to share our 
masterpieces with you. The art we create this year will be "out of this world." HUGS.

Art

GRADES K-2:
We have started the year with expectations for a great school year. Weeks 2 and 3 we will focus on the importance of 
swimming and staying safe in the water. Swimming is the best exercise to beat this heat! After that is Cup Stacking 
where students can work on speed or use their imagination to build almost anything!! Once we do get outside, we will 
focus on Body and Spacial Awareness concepts, so our young students will understand how our bodies move and what 
body parts move where. That should take us close to the middle of the quarter. Because of the extreme heat, strenuous 
exercise will have to wait until the second quarter. I am looking forward to a great year with your child!

GRADES 3-5
We have started off this school year with guidelines for a great year followed by Water Safety and then a few weeks of 
Cup Stacking, which works on hand eye coordination, sequencing and speed. Some of our students are really fast and 
others are still learning!! We can still learn even when the heat outside is unbearable. Lucky for us we have an empty 
classroom inside where we can still learn. Once outside, because of the heat, activities that focus on skills and not 
cardiovascular activities will be addressed. Throwing, catching and aiming at objects are part of what we cover in PE 
class at this time. Hopefully we will have a NORMAL school year with plenty of interaction with students! Looking 
forward to a great school year!
E-mail is the best way to contact me at: dana.champa@browardschools.com

P.E.



News from Clubs

Environmental Club 
Environmental Club is excited to welcome back their 
environmentalists at Park Springs. This year we will get back 
into our campus recycling program as well as replanting a 
variety of plants in our Tower  Garden. We will also explore new 
projects to help our school and community be more 
environmentally friendly. Please direct any questions to Ms. 
Hansen (mia.hansen@browardschools.com) and Mrs. Abatecola
(ariel.abatecola@browardschools.com).

Park Springs Elementary School Robotics Team, known as the 
Panther Bots, is an introduction to robotic engineering. Robotic Engineers are 
responsible for designing, testing, and building robots. Students on the robotics 
team work together to design and program their robots to later compete 
alongside other teams in a game-based challenge. Classroom STEM concepts are 
put to the test as students learn lifelong skills in teamwork, leadership, 
communications, and more. 

The PSE Panther Bots Robotics Team is also proud to take part in 
the Girl Powered initiative which is intended to bring together diverse 
individuals and break common barriers to create an inclusive 
environment. Our team is committed to creating a diverse culture where all 
learners are empowered and more importantly welcomed. 

Currently, only students in 4th and 5th are eligible to apply to the 
Panther Bots Robotics Team. Space for the team is limited. Applications will be 
live from August 25 – September 10 via Canvas. Applications will close 
promptly at 3 pm on September 10th. Interviews will be held from September 13 
– September 15. All applicants will be notified of their status by September 17. If 
you have any questions, please contact Ms. Mia 
Hansen, mia.hansen@browardschools.com or Mr. Nolan Vander 
Haagen nolan.vanderhaagen@browardschools.com.

Robotics Club 
Attention 4th and 5th graders interested in being a positive and 
visible inf luence at PSE. Student Council will be the club for you! 
During the month of September and October we will begin 
assembling our student council leadership team. We will need a 
student representative from each class as well as a President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. If this sounds like 
something you are interested in, see your classroom teacher for 
a f lyer and application. Meetings will be held monthly with Mrs. 
Soli on the first Wednesday of every month after school!

Student Council

Park Springs Safety Patrols are committed to school 
safety and leadership! Applications for 21-22 Safety 
Patrols has been extended to September 15th. Please 
email your child's teacher or Mrs. Brier 
(rebecca.brier@browardschools.com) for an 
application. Our next meeting will be on September 
28th at 1:50 in room 407 (Mrs. Brier's classroom).
We look forward to adding some of Park Springs 
responsible 4th and 5th graders to the team!

Safety Patrol

Debate club’s aim is to empower PSE students with the skills 
of expressing their beliefs clearly and concisely, public 
speaking and effective communication in a formal setting, 
and staying aware of current events in the world. Students 
also partake in conferences hosted by the BCPS Civic 
Engagement team and learn to interact with students from 
all over the district area in an out-of-school setting, which 
is now being done virtually. Despite the seemingly serious 
nature of debates, we never forget to have fun along the 
way. 

Debate Club 


